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Singer/ SongwriterJeff Larson
performed a house concert
back in January and that
intimate T and fantastic 1
Performanceis now available
to the rest of us on the aptly-
titled & | 2 dfofcer The
10track release, which
includesthree tunes that will
appear on his new studio
effort next year, is mellow in
the bestkind of way asLarson
grooves on his West Coast
vibe. Keepers abound, but
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Monkey
business

SUCK IT AND SEE

Arctic Monkeys back
with a more mature
sound on 4th release

ARCTIC N‘()VKPY\ “Suck It and See™
— I jumped on the Arctic
wl\nlgnn shortly after the relcase of
their near-perfeet “Whatever People Say I Am,
That's What I'm Not™ debut back in 2006 and have
remained a vocal supporter of these talented Brits.
Their “Favourite Worst Nightmare” follow-up was
almost as good, but the guys have spun their wheels
since.

Well, I'm happy to report that the Arctic Monkeys
are back in a big way on album No. 4, the fanta
(but very different than what you might cxpect)

uck It and See.” No longer snot-nosed
there’s & new makutity cvident on this 12-68ck gem
Low-key openers “She’s Thunderstorms™ and “Black
Treacle™ are about as far removed from high-octane

hit “I Bet You Look Good on the Dancefloor” as
you can get but are every bit as effective

As was the case on those first two records, there
aren’t any misfires to be found on “Suck It and Sce.”
The Monkeys additionally swing high on keepers
“Don’t Sit Down *Cause I've Moved Your Chair,”
“All My Own Stunts,” “Reckless Serenade,” the title
track and magnificent closer “That’s Where You're
Wrong.” Welcome back, lads. (Jeffrey Sisk)

and My Head Explodes,” but I'm willing to overlook a
<ouple misfircs from someone who scems committed to
Pushing the envelope. (/5)
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“Uneven & Brittde™ and the phenomenal closing one-two

punch of “Secret Silk Socicry” and “C eme a1y Creme
BRENDAN PERRY, “Ark” (The
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s the first solo relcase in 11 years for the man who

was one half of world fusion duo Dead Can Dance, and

the rustis evident. The songs here are dark and mody

and irs mot a record 10 spin when your spiris need lifting.

SAr's” highlights are “Wintersan,> ~Utopia
Bop- but 1d Suggen sticking 1o Ha DOL discopraphy.
75

NEW BOYZ, «Too Cool to Care”
(Warner Bros. If you like the
admittedly m“ m single “Backseat™
by rap duo N and I admit
e T cin e et Mg
jam — go ahead and download it

from iTunes because it'd be a mistake
to invest in the rest of “Too Cool to

Filled with waaaay too many references 1o the male sex
organ and similar sophomoic subject mater, this 16-track
CB'is a disappointment. Other than “Backseat,” the only
songs remoely worth visiting are opener “Tough Kids™
20 Sstart Me Up.” (75)

LIVING WITH LIONS, “Holy $**” (Adeline)
3 — Canadian punks Living With Lions have cre
ated some controversy with the cover at to their sopho
more alby oly *The font and design clcarly
Testanible & Bible. which his Dutraed saxne SoAREE
groups. Whatever your thoughts on the cover — and, for
fhe record, the band takes 16 shots at religion on the plat

it’s what’s inside that counts.

The quintet is coming into their own as musicians and

K release is @ wildly enjoyable musical ride
.
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JEFE LARSON, “House Concert”
f-released) e — S
songwriter Jeff Larson performe
house concert back in January and that
perfor
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1 Don't Mind the Rain.” “Hapless Sky
ite “Ghosts of San 1.” “One Good e
Remind Me of the n\m..l 't kn
wark, “House Concert™ is 't place to start. (J5)
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Cyrus salutes military
in song on latest CD

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Billy Ray Cyrus’ life
ha 1ot of upheaval in the past year. rly
g6t divoreed, endired ,»..m,. scrutiny of hi
Kilicy's behavior and 3 resultng backlash over his par
enting, and saw the end of “Hannah Montana,” the
Disney phenomenon that changed the Cyruses. tives
forever.

But_even thou
the tabloids, he be
suuggles.

h Oyrus has lived out his drama in
v ne can identify with his

gh a lot, cing
waid T think pecole around the we ok
life and say, “That guy is kind of just m« e - peaks and
valleys, up and downs, That's what I’

“Somenhere along the line, | tink | o raiizod thar
the key t0 life for me and for everybody on this planct,
s not about how many times you get knocked dowrn,
ic's abous how many times vou get back up. Everybody
has adversities. Everyb

That's especially of the military,
who have been on Cyrus” mind since the early days of
his career.

He salutes them on his new album, “I'm American.”
s on the Buddy ¢

title track 0 his multiplatinu
nm 2o included his-breskthrough, “Achy " Brcaky

xh.u remake includes sppearances by Jamey Johnson,
Craig Mo

an awesome experience,” Cyrus said.
“yrus, who also hosts TLC's new military-themed
show “Surprise Homecoming,” has performed regularly
for troops overseas, visited miliary hospitals, and says
those who serve 3 thoughts.
d the idea for the mmm tarced with
trips t0 a combat zone
JIt was during 3 performance in Afi
Sor when some bombs wen
background, a young soldier $tood u <
zoing Mr. Cyrus. We're used to it,™ Cyrus sa
that moment, I knew that I felt like I was going to come
k and record ‘Some Gave Al and start an cntire
am on a concept that was based Solely on waking my
hat off and saluting our troops

— Pretty sweet *x*** — Awesome




